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John Klein 

 

The St. Mary’s School 
culture promotes service: 
“To inspire a lifelong love 
of God and service to 
neighbor.” Through the 
years SMS has been 
blessed with people who 
truly exemplify this 
motto.  One servant who 

made his mark on SMS is John Klein, 
SMHS ‘65 (July 5, 1947 - August 18, 2021). 
John was a UT graduate and renowned 
restoration architect. He was an 
instrumental member on the committee to 
restore the St. Mary’s High School building 
in the 80s. He also managed the outside 
food line for the Turkey Dinner for more 
than 20 years, was a volunteer coach, 
crossing guard, and served on Youth ACTS 
and Mens ACTS. He was involved with the 
Optimist Club and did the bike rodeo for 
many years. He and his wife Max were 
hospitality ministers and he was a 
dedicated, weekly adorer at St. Mary's 
Church.  
  
“Several years ago, it was identified that 
the cross on the elementary building 
needed to be repainted. The paint was 
chipping and the cross was rusting. The 
building improvement committee recruited 
John to help with deciding how to restore 
the cross.  John chose the gold color for 
the cross because it is the same accent 
color in the church and on the High School 
building; i.e., on the letters Science 
Religion Patriotism. The color is also the 
traditional color of a cross. John chose the 
color, submitted it to the city for approval, 
and contracted the painter who installed an 
automotive paint finish - a finish that should 

not need to be repainted for a good long 
while. I drive by SMS and admire the gold 
cross and remember all the many ways Mr. 
Klein served at St. Mary's.” Nicole Eilers 
Wienecke SMS ‘87 
  
“He was my older brother! He always told 
me what to do because he had been 
through it! We carpooled to St. Mary’s from 
Stonewall - full car load from Stonewall! He 
took me along during High School and we 
were roommates in college. He lived a 
good life and was a great mentor to me. He 
set a good example to all his brothers, 
staying active during his illness and even 
working up to the day before he passed.” 
Tony Klein  
  
John and Max have four children who all 
attended SMS: Dinchen, Emil, Maggie, 
Hans. Their granddaughter Coulter is in 
kindergarten at SMS (pictured in front of 
the cross with her siblings and future 
Apaches Sutton and Crawford.)  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The memory of a good person is a 
blessing. Proverbs 10:7 


